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PA PQC Work Group Updates for Substance Use Expansion
Applies to PA PQC 2022 Maternal Substance Use & OUD Initiatives
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Maternal Substance Use Co-Chairs

Elizabeth Krans, MD, MSc Franca Dalibor, CRS
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Structure Measures via Quarterly Survey: 
Summary of Revised Survey for Maternal Substance Use and OUD
 Trauma-informed protocols

 Anti-racist training

 Substance use training to address 
biases/stigma

 Education materials on substance use and 
naloxone use

 System in place to provide naloxone

 Use a validated self-report screening tool

 Protocols and roles to provide brief 
interventions

© 2021 JHF, PRHI & WHAMglobal 7

 Provide medications for OUD

 Developed referral relationships with SUD services

 Perinatal care pathways for substance use

 Post-delivery and discharge pain management 
prescribing guidelines for all vaginal and cesarean 
births focused on limited opioids

 Pain management and opioid prescribing 
guidelines for vaginal and cesarean births for 
patients with OUD



Quarterly Process Measures: 
Maternal OUD
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# screened with validated substance use screen during pregnancy

# with delivery in the quarter

# with OUD diagnosis during pregnancy

# with delivery in the quarter

# administered a medication for OUD during or after pregnancy

# with delivery and OUD diagnosis in the quarter

# with postpartum visit 1-84 days after delivery

# with delivery at least 84 days ago with OUD

What changes?
Quarterly submissions (not monthly)

Additional reporting by 
race/ethnicity annually
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Quarterly Process Measures: 
Maternal Substance Use
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# screened with validated substance use screen during pregnancy

# with delivery in the quarter

# received follow-up brief intervention or care up to 30 days

# with delivery in the quarter that had a positive substance 
use screen during pregnancy
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# received follow-up brief intervention or care up to 30 days

# with delivery 84 days prior to start/end of month with a positive 
substance use screen during 84-day post delivery period

# received or prescribed Naloxone prior to delivery

# with SUD and delivery in the quarter

Additional reporting by 
race/ethnicity annually



PA PQC Work Group Updates for Substance Use Expansion
Applies to PA PQC 2022 Substance Exposed Newborn (SEN) & NAS Initiatives
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SEN Co-Chairs

Susan Adeniyi-Jones, MD Kim Costello, DO Renee Turchi, MD, MPH
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Structure Measures via Quarterly Survey: 
Summary of Revised Survey for Substance Exposed Newborns & NAS 
 % nurses caring for newborns in the nursey and/or 

NICU trained on validated NAS assessments

 QI efforts in place to increase inter-rater reliability 
for NAS assessments

 Standardized definitions for SENs and NAS
 SEN (in-utero exposure to any alcohol or other drug 

substance)
 NAS (“confirmed” and “probable” Council of State and 

Territorial Epidemiologists’ (CSTE) NAS Standardize 
Case Definitions)

 Standardized set of ICD-10 codes for SENs and NAS

 % neonatal providers and nursing staff trained in 
respectful and equitable care

 Established breastmilk feeding guidelines for SUD
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 Standardized pharmacologic treatment protocols for NAS

 Standardized non-pharmacologic treatment protocols for 
NAS
 Check the type of non-pharm care

 Newborn care team educated on criteria for Plans of Safe 
Care, their role in establishing and initiating the Plans of 
Safe Care, and how to explain it to families

 Newborn care team educated on the criteria, protocols, and 
best practices for referring SENs and families to services 
(early intervention, home visiting services, etc.)

 Newborn care team created a protocol for closing the loop 
on the referral status 



Quarterly Process & Outcome Measures: 
NAS
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Median hospital length of stay for newborns with NAS

# treated with a non-pharm bundle

# NAS cases

# receiving pharmacologic therapy

# NAS cases

# referred to appropriate follow-up services 

# NAS cases
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What changes?

All NAS measures reported quarterly

Additional annual breakdown for 
LOS by treatment type (pharm and 
non-pharm)

Additional annual reporting by 
race/ethnicity

# readmitted within 30 days of discharge

# NAS cases

# used ED within 30 days of discharge

# NAS cases
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