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Name, Title and Organization
PLEASE ADD TO THE CHAT
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Structure Measures via Quarterly Survey: 
Summary of Revised Survey for Substance Exposed Newborns & NAS 
 % nurses caring for newborns in the nursey and/or 

NICU trained on validated NAS assessments

 QI efforts in place to increase inter-rater reliability 
for NAS assessments

 Standardized definitions for SENs and NAS
 SEN (in-utero exposure to any alcohol or other drug 

substance)
 NAS (“confirmed” and “probable” Council of State and 

Territorial Epidemiologists’ (CSTE) NAS Standardize 
Case Definitions)

 Standardized set of ICD-10 codes for SENs and NAS

 % neonatal providers and nursing staff trained in 
respectful and equitable care

 Established breastmilk feeding guidelines for SUD
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 Standardized pharmacologic treatment protocols for NAS

 Standardized non-pharmacologic treatment protocols for 
NAS
 Check the type of non-pharm care

 Newborn care team educated on criteria for Plans of Safe 
Care, their role in establishing and initiating the Plans of 
Safe Care, and how to explain it to families

 Newborn care team educated on the criteria, protocols, and 
best practices for referring SENs and families to services 
(early intervention, home visiting services, etc.)

 Newborn care team created a protocol for closing the loop 
on the referral status 



Quarterly Process & Outcome Measures: 
NAS

7

Median hospital length of stay for newborns with NAS

# treated with a non-pharm bundle

# NAS cases

# receiving pharmacologic therapy

# NAS cases

# referred to appropriate follow-up services 

# NAS cases
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What changes?

All NAS measures reported quarterly

Additional annual breakdown for 
LOS by treatment type (pharm and 
non-pharm)

Additional annual reporting by 
race/ethnicity

# readmitted within 30 days of discharge

# NAS cases

# used ED within 30 days of discharge

# NAS cases



Of the PA PQC SEN and NAS Key 
Interventions:
• Which interventions is your team implementing or sustaining 

through the PA PQC QI initiatives?
• Which Key Interventions would you like to consider / prioritize for 

2022? 
• What questions do you have for your peers to inform your QI 

initiatives around these Key Interventions?
• What feedback do you have on the Driver Diagrams, Survey, and 

Measures as the Work Groups finalize these materials for a mid-
March 2022 to mid-March 2023 implementation period?
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